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IIOW A CIRCUS IS RUN

Inside Works of a Great Traveling

Canvas Town.

A BIG SHOW ON THE ROAD.
—————t———————

Skipping by the Light of the Yioon From
Chiy toCity—Breaking Up a Show and
Setltling Down—Advance Agents—Nero
Behind the Scenes,

— e

OW many people who attend a circus

ever take the trouble to consider what

s gigantic problem is involved in the

conduct and transportation of such a

town under canvas, which, with its
1,000 or more human inhabitants and its collec-
tion of tame ana wild beasts, perhaps equally
numerous, must be coaveyed over a vasé
oontinent from city to city by the light of the
moon, as one might say, making nearly all of
its stope for one day ouly, giving two exhibi-
tions each twenty-four hours, traveling 150
miles on an average betwsen pauses and carry-
ing its dwellings and means of subsistence
with it?

If you had been on the grounds when a cer-
tain big circus struck its tents bere in Washing-
ton night before last you would have witnessed
an extraordinary spectacle. Nosooner bad the
last strains of the ‘“‘concert™ that follows the
regular performance died away than 100 stal-
wart workmen began a simultaneous attack
upon the emptied seats, while even yet

e audience was making its way out
Before ten minutes had elapsed the entire
structure of benches, accommodating 10,000

ople, bad disappeared and the demoiishment
Ea begun of Nero's Rome. Ten minutes more
and the enormous main tent was prone upon
the ground, the supporting poles having been
pulled from under it, sud was being swiftly
taken to pieces by skilled bands. By this
time the menagerie tent also had been
taken down. and as for the side shows,
they bad vanished completely—fat women,
bearded ladies, dwarfs, giants, snake charmers
and ail—each of these exhibitions having re-
moved its own fixtures. To receive all this
paraphernalia, thus reduced to its primitive
elements, as one might say, eighty teams stood
ready harnessed in the open, each drawn by
four or six horses that neighed and pawed the
ground in their eagerness to be off. In charge
of all these teams was & *'boss,” aud 1t was his
duty to

DIRECT THE SMALL ARMY
engaged in loading them. Every movement
that be made was imitated simultaneously by
400 men. If he took hold of a piece of tent 400
subordinates sprang to do the same; when he
lifted a box and pat it upon a wagon 400 pairs
of hands were at once applied to a like task,
and so with everything. Thuas 80 wagous
were loaded as quickly as ome wagon
could be, and a8 soon as a single

circus is written by this man. He makes
the wording for all the posters and lithographs
among other things. The s facul .whlch
earns him a whopping big salary is his dex-

terity in han and effective words,
the importance of whi cirous advertising is
not to be over estimated. He works all the year

round, accumulating adjectiferous verbiage by
the quantity in winter to put forth in the ac-
tive season. The second advance agent travels
:;m weeks ahead of the show and does nothing
ut
MAKE CONTRACTS FOR ADVERTISING.

It is & part of this man's business to know
absolutely the circulation of every important
paper in the United States. He goes to the man-
ager and says: “You have so many thousand
subscribers; I will pay you so much per thou-
sand for a given smount of space.” Thus he
always gets his money's worth. The third ad-
vance agent is always two days ahead of
the circus, and it is his duty to see that the
desired notices go into the papers during these
two days—for otherwise he editors might for-
get them at the last moment—and to supply
anything supplementary that may be requisite,

With the show when it reaches town comes
the ‘‘press agent,” whose task it is to look after
the newspapers in the interest of the circus
while it is in the city. He distributes tickets
liberally among reporters and editors and in-
vites them ont to the grounds, with an eye
to complimentary paragraphs, If the boys are
hungry, the press agent waves his hand and,
lo! u feast is spread; if they are thirsty, he
stiouts for the drinks, Frequently, in conse-
quence of this continual shouting, he
cannot help becoming much fatigued. On an
average, a press agent lasts about three years,
then the show loses him by spontaneous com-
bustion,

Such a circus as the one described has in con-
nection with it no less than three huge cars,
which are, in fact, good-sized printing an
Lithographing establishments on wheels, Each
of these cars bas thirty workmen oo board and
a boss in charge of it. One of them always
travels two months ahead of the show, another
one month ahead and the third two weeks
aliead, All the lith:graph:l. hand bills,
posters ahd other such advertising matter are
prepared on board and the circus is in this way
rendered independent of outside printing es-
tablishments, It costs §7,500 a day to runa
traveling amusement establishment of the
kind that has just left Washiogton.

NERO BEHIND THE SCENES,

The introduction of historical spectacle, with
elements of opera and ballet, as an addition to
the circus, evidently marks the begincing of a
new era in the business. A writer for Tae
Star was accorded the privilege of seeing Rome
burn from behind tie scenes might before
last, and he found the view exceedingly
interesting. Making lis way, under the
escort of the press agent, through a break
in the “flies” he found the whole space behind—
the Nero procession was on the point of start-
mg—filled with Pretorian guards in armor,
beautiful slaves, Nubians, gentlemen of the
mob and more particular!y balles girls, The
last named were in a great stata of perturba-
tion at the moment on account of a hop-
toad. Doubtless they would have pulled up
their skirts had they hed any on worth
mentioning; but as it was they simply skipped
about pretuly, expressing their alarm by cries
of “Oli—la, la!” Then came the prompter's

teurm was ready to sturt for the
railway four score heavily freighted convey-
ances stood prepared, their drivers waiting
with wphifted whips for the word “Gol" The |
auimal cages, of course, are built as covered |
carts with wheels, and it bad simply been nec-
essary in their Instance to hiteh horses to |
them. Asfor the elephants, camels, zebras,
dromedaries, ring horses and other beasts not
caged, they bad been sent on ahiead ia charge
of their own attendants, '
Thus loaded upon wagons the cireus was |

ready for departure. A whip's touch and it |
was done, Precisely forty-five minutes had |
elapsed since the close of the great show, and |
the little city under canvas, lately so popu- |
lous—its tents alome covering eleven J
acres—had vunished like a dreamn. The
flaring lights were out, noise had been |

succeeded by silence, people and vehucies had |
taken their departure and psught was Jefo |
where all had been so bright and noisy and
Joyous a few moments before but a dismal ex-
panse of parily sosked ground and sawdust,
with here and there a pool of water,

Where had the circus goune? It was on its
way to Richmond. It bad to travel 150 miles
before moruning and give a street parade at
1030 am. Therefore 1t must sleep eu routa,
Circus people have to do all thoir sleeping
pretay nearly at the rate of from 30 to 50 miles |
en hour. For its accommodation the show had
to bhave

THREE LONG TRAINS,
which followed each other as ciosely as possi- |
ble. On board the first train were the 1.100 |

persons emploved by the exhibition, ']he_'.']:

occupied sleeping cars, but these conveyances |
were not on the Puollman plan; they were
designed for business rather than luxary, |
and those who enjored in them the re- |
pose which their lavors of the day bad so
well earned were packed as closely as possible |
1o tiers of berths. The gruceful vallet dancers
sad slave girls who take part in the spectacle
of *“Nero” were tucked away in rows by them-
selves, the male Romans having their own
quarters. Seven hundred of these men and
women there are who appear nightly n the
festivities which precede the burniug of Kome.
Most of them are Italians—all, 1 fact, save
ebout one hundred, who are English. They are
kept as far as pussible soparate from the peo-
pie of the eircus proper., The second tran
carried the Leusts of the menagerie and their
care tekers, while the third train conveved all
the tents, scenery, costumes and other para-
phernalia. All three of the tramns belong to
tue show, and the freight cars used are many
of them sixty feet long—just twice the length
of the biggest sort of freight car ordinarily
emploved by railways,

When the circus got to Richmond yesterday
moruing eariy, every one of the peopls had
been waked in time to dressand be ready for
disembarkingz. Nosoouer bad the three traing

salled into the station than the work of load-
ug their conteuts upon the four score wagons
was begun, the task being performed with the
same rapidity and system as before, Within a
few minutes the entire show was on wheels and
started for the grouuds previously hired for it.
Most of the performers and workmen rode on
the carts, the tops of which were aswarm with
them, wncluding the closed

ANIMAL CAGES AND THE GILDED CHARIOTS.

These last vehicles, by the way, costa great
deal of money, often as much as £6,000 or 7,000
apfece. The elephants, ring Lorses, camels
aud zebras bad to walk. Ouce arrived at the
show place the canvas citypprang into exist-
cnce hm 1ts pew location almost as quickly as

ad

it vanished in Washington the
night before. The big tents were put
together, uplifted on their miuL:_v

yoles and staked into shape. Up went the
skeleton structure of benches and the **Nero”
scenery under the main canvas: the ammal
cages were quickly run into their pluces around |
the meuagerie department, and the side shows,
with their faming pictured bannersillustrating
unheard-of monstrosities, grew up like mush-
rooms on every hand. Not an hour had passed
before the canvas town was full grown,

Then 1t was time for breakfast, and in three
enormous dining tents the 1,100 performers and
workmen sat down to their morning meal,
which the cooks had been preparing for them.
The meats were coocked on three ranges,
which occupied & big wagon, and there
was & fourth range put up outside onm
the ground to belp. Four bhuge cal-
drons Langing over a boufire in the cpen were
for the bouling of vegetables and the brewing
ofsoups. In a supplementary tent the carving
and dish washing were done. All the crockery,
cutlery and tin ware had been taken out of
solid wooden boxes with hinges and locks and
each performer or boss had a chiua plate, bowl,
cup and saucer. The workmen bad tin plates
and panniking, but the fare was the same for
ail It is served by contract with the circus at
#0 much for the sesson.

AFTER BREAKFAST,
Breakfast over, there wus plenty of work to
be done before the parade was to start at

10:30—grooming of horses, feeding of wild
beasts, cleaning of cages and chariots, sorting
out of costumes, arrsugement of “‘properties,”
'}luu‘hmg of ground for circus rings, &ec., &e.

ben came & ride of many miles in procession
through the city and & return to the show

lace at moom. With doors to be opened at

P-M. every one must take lunch on the jump,
&s it were, for costumes bave yet to be put on
and all made ready for the **grand entrance.”
Meanwhile the side shows bad been opening
for basiness in sdvance of the regular per-
formance, aud ail the freaks, frum the
hving skeleton to the Circassian beauty
with the glued  hair, were already
bestowing their smiles and photographs—
the latter at 10 ccunts apiece—upon the early
erowd. At5 p.m. there was dinuer, after the
first performance in the big tent;at ¥ p.m. the
doors were opened for the evening perform-
ance, at the close of which the canvas city was
folded up and silently stole away to the next
stopping place. Such is cirous life.

It requires three men to make the advance
preparations for a circus like this. One keeps
always one mouth ahead of the show. It is his
duty to visit the editorial rooms of the prinei-
pal newspapers in each town on the route and
make the best arrangements he can for reading
motices of the comiug cirens. Editors are apt
be liberal with him in the expectation of ad-

g

call, and a company of them marched out and
ulong the Roman street before the audience,
wav.ng golden olive branches,

“Vestal virgins on deck!” was next the
prompter's cry, and a gorgeous chariot,
drawn by six milk-white horses, came bumping
over the rough ground out of & tent immedi-
ately in the rear, which provided accommoda-
tion for the vehicles. alf a dozen charming
young ladies were seated upon the chariot,
guarding the sacred and eternal fire that blazed

in a brazier. A company of Pre-
torian guards with superb helmets and
#hields followed the vestals out into

the arena, and then another call obliged 100 of
the bailet girls who had been making a circle
around the hop-toad to form in line and march
out in their turn, waving silver olive bfanches,
Six stalwart Nubians next took upon their
shoulders a litter in which was luxuriously
borue a pleasing young woman, who was kind
enovugh to explain that
SHE WAS A FAVORITE SLAVE.

Next came more Pretorian guards and then
the great four-horse chariot of Nero came
dashing out of the vehicle tent so recklessly

that one of the men at the horses’ heads came
within an ace of being erushed against a post
at the entrance to the Homan street. ore
soldiers came after, and so on.

It was very interesting to look ont from be-
hind the scenes while the ballet was in pro-
gress upon the great sea of human faces, One
could have gazed with pleasure upon the spee-
tacle for a longer time from that point of view;
but the time came for the attemdants in the
rear to light the tin cans of red-fire powder,
and the show was over,

Few people were able o translate the sur-
prising Latin inscription conspicuously dis-

| played on the outside of one of the Roman
i monuments,

It read: “Um Nero. Pinxitibus
Borit. Bobinusitus Vilexit Delit. Coronflit
Percyrius Erxit. Remns Romulus Fectus Ex-
eterit Avs, Det.” DMaybe you can translate it

T b Sl sesits
ELECTRIC SHINES,

The )lysterloul'lc‘luid Employed in a
New Role—All for a Nickel.

There was that about the new comer which
proclaimed him a statesman. Men who devote
their lives to politics as a means of subsistence
acquire a certain likeness of aspect which
stamps them unmistakubly to the habitual ob-
server, It isthe same way with actors. As for
this particular public personage, his ap-
pearance otherwise was in no way
remarkable; he wore a equare beard of an-
cieut Exyptian cut, the npper lip shaven, his
silk bat had a good deal of its nap rubbed the
wrong way, and he pulled his trouser legs
vearly up to his knees as he bade the boot-
black begin operations,

“It don't cost no more for an electrie shine
than for the ordinary kind?” he queried.

**Just the same—-nly a nickel,” replied the
colored boy, daubir ; the blackin upon the

right boot, with a . ighly essent dilution of
saliva,

1 don’t see any -.lectricity about that,” said
the stutesman,

“There isn't nont eah,” explained the boot-
black. *“De'lectric 'y comes in ou de polish,”
HOW " WORKS,

And with that he y :ked up the nozzle of
what looked like & ru 'ber hose about six feet
long, on the end of wh “h was a small cylindri-
cal brush with stiff bri.'les, The brush re-
volved at such a rate of 8 ‘ed that the states-

man  was unable to  distinguish  the
bristles as it was .pplied to  his
shoe, producing undis the manipu-

lution of the skiiled operator a shina of excep-
tional brillianey in an ineredibly brief
time, Now and then during the short process
the boy would breathe upo. the leather, so
that it might be made to gle~ n more brightly
under the subsequent touche of the brush,

“It takes about half de tiv.s to shine 'em up |
dat way, sah, dat it does i. de old style,” Le
remarked, as he pulled down the trouser leg
over the shoe that was Zone and started in on
the other shoe. “Yor. wantter know how it's
worked? Why, you see, sah, dere is wot cdey
call an ‘lectric motor in de box under
your feet. Wher I turn it on it makesa
ong wire arm ‘nside ob dis hose go round
like blazes. Or deend obde arm am dis brush,
an’ dat's de whole business ob shinin' boots by
"leetricity. De mos’ partickler object ob de in-
vention am to save de time an' muscle ob us
bootblacks; but it is also expected to make
money on it at de big waterin’ places next sum-
mer, 80 I beard de boss say. Now you'se done,
sab. A nickel, if you please.”

NEW PUBLICATIONS.

OUTLINES OF JEWISH HISTORY; From B.C. 586
to C.E 1s80. With Three Maps. By Lapy
Maagsre, Hevised by M. Friedlander, Ph.D.
Puniladelphia: lhe Jewish Publication Society
of America,

THE KREUTZER SONATA. By Count Lro ToL-
7oL Boston: Ben) R. Tucker. Wasuington:
Charles Baum.

HOW TO PRESERVE HEALTH. By Louls
Barxav, M.D. New York: The American
News Co. .

BLACK BEAUTY: His Grooms and Companions.
The “Lucle Tom's Cabin"” of the Horse. HBos-
u;u: Tue American Humane Education So-
clety.

cee
Serenading a Dead Bride.

In the case of Mrs. Charies W. Eckert, nee
Helen Brecht, the coroner’s jury at Pittsburg
rendered a verdict to the effect that the bride
of a day came to her death from an overdose
of poison administered by her own hand, with
suilcidal  intent, Helem Breeht married
Charles W. Eckert to please her parents. Two
weeks ago, when the subject of marriage was
under discussion, Miss Breeht told her in-
tended husband that the match was disagree-
able to her and that she loved another better,
After the wedding ceremony, and while the
bride lay on her deatk couch, s band of musi-
clans stood outside the house serenading the
newly married couple, She swallowed “rough
on rats,” buying & whole box for the purpose.

vertising t0 come later. Very mearly every-
thing that is sent out in the sha
of printed matier for advertising

The German steamsbip Earlsruhe arrived in
Baltimore yesterday from Bremen. She brings
oue thousand immigrants,

MOUNT VERNON’S RULERS,

Annual Gathering of the Regents at the
014 Mansion

A FROSPEROUS YEAR AND A PROMISING OUT-
LOOE—IMPROVEMENTS MADE ON THE GROUNDS
=—ADDITIONS TO THE LIBRARY—THE FRESENT
MEMBERS OF THE BOARD,

OUNT VERNON was the scene o

a notable gathering of patriotie
women today, when the annual
meeting of the board of lady re-
2y gents began. These are the ladies
whose privilege and pleasure it is to see that
the old homestead of the first President of
these United States is cared for as it should be
and kept as nearly as possible in the con-
dition in which it was left. Every year the
ladies hold a meeting at Mount Vernon lasting
generally through a number of days. A% this
meeting all that has been done since the pre-
ceding meeting is reviewed and reported and
all necessary arrangements made for the en-
suing year. The old house is thrown open for
the use of the regents, and for a time at least it
has & more homelike appearance than the mere
presence of boat loads of visitors can ever give
toit. It is not wholly deserted then at the
whistle of the steamer as it returus to the
wharf, Other ple are to be seen around
the piazzas nmi lawns besides the resident
superintendent and his assistants,

0 a8 many of the ladies as have already
gone down the sight of the old home must
have been a peculiarly beantiful one. To all,
of course, it is a pleasing sight, but th:ﬁl have
the feeling that it is through their diligent
care that the well-kept condition of the build-
ings and grounds is largely due. Mount Ver-
non and all its surroundings never looked more
beautiful than they have this week. The place
is always well kept, to be sure. That fact every
one kuows, But it really seems as though this
year the trees were greener, the lawns more
velvety, the outlook more charming and that
nature herself had vied successfully with man
to do honor to the memory of a great man,

HOW MOUNT VERNON I8 GOVERNE D,
The government of Mount Vernon is a simple
one. The whole property belongs to an asso-
ciation of ladies from all parts of the country,

Their power is all-supreme now, but that they
have -r:nyn wielded it wisely and carefully is a
fact that is olear to the most casual observer,
They have a resident secretary and superin-
tendent, who looks out carefully for all their
interests and sees that everything is as it
should be, He has an assistant and a pumber
of men and women around to look after the
place under his supervision.

The board of regents as it is now made up is
composed of the following ladies: Regent—
Mrs. L. Macalester Laugzhton. Vice regents—
Mrs, Margaret J. M. Sweat, Maine; Mra, Cor-
nelius L. King, Vermont; Miss Alice M. Long-
fellow, Massachusetts; Mrs. Abby W, Chace,
Rhode liland; Mrs. Susan E. J. Hudson, Con-
necticut; Mrs, Justine V. R. Townshend, New
York; Mrs. Nancy W. Halsted, New Jersey;
Miss Comegys, Delaware; Miss Emily L. Har-
per, Maryland; Mrs. Mary T. Barnes, Wash-
ington, D. C.; Mrs. Emma R, Ball, Virginia;
Mrs. Ella B, Washington, West Virginia; Mrs,
Letitia H. Walker, North Carolina; Mrs, Lucy
H. Pickens, South Carolina; Mrs, Ida M. Rich-
ardson, Louisiana; Mrs, Cynthia H. P. Brown,
Tenneseee; Mrs. Jennie M. Ward, Kansas; Mrs,
Elizabeth L. Broadwell, Ohio; Mrs. Martha
Mitchell, Wisconsin; Mra. Elizabeth A. Rath-
bone, Michigan; Mrs. Mary I. Leiter, Illinois;
Mrs. Fanny G. Baker, Florida; Mrs. Alice Hill,
Colorado; Mra. Rebecca B. Flandrean, Minne-
sota; Mre. Phwbe A, Hearst, Califormia. Of
this number all but Mrs, Chace, Mrs. Brown,
Mrs. Broadwell, Mrs. Mitchell, Mrs. Leiter and
Mrs, Baker are expected to be present ut the
meeting this year., Mr. E. Francis Riggs is
treasurer of the association, Mr. Harrison H,
Dodge, superintendent, and there is an advi-
sory committee, consisting of Judge Jos.P, Co=-
megys of Delaware, Mr. Justice Field of Cali-
fornia, Hon. John 8. Barbour of Virginia,
Hon. T. N. McCarter of New Jersey, Dr. J. C.
Welling of Washington, D. C., and Mr. G. W,
Childs of Philadelphia.

A PRUSPEROTS YEAR,

The past year has been the most prosperous
since the centennial year, The travel has
been greaterand the receipts correspondingly
increased. During the year there have been
about 37,000 visitors to the tomb. October, the
month of the conciave of the Knights Templar,
wis marked by the heaviest truvel. During
that month there were 13,000 visitors, in one
week 11,000 and in one day 4.000. Almost all
the receipts of the association have been spent
in repairs and restorations, and but few Im-

rovements, in the strict memin’ of that word,

ave buen made. The object of the associa-
tion has always been to make the place just as
it was during Washington’s time and not to
make it look altogether too elegant. No new
rooms have been fitted up. The last of these
was finished three years ago by the vice regent
from Maine,

RESTORING THE SERVANTS' QUARTERS.

Within the year the old servants’ quarters by
the conservatory have been restored by the
vice regent from Kansas on behalf of the
school children of that state, who raised 81,000
for the purpose. Many of the bricks were still
standing in position and all the old bricks were
used in rebuilding the structure. This was
built as nearly as could be on the plan of the
old building. One great improvement, though
it does not show at its true worth, was the re-
claiming of the land on either side of the
wharf for a distance of about 1,800 feet. A sea
wall has been built and the great cavities in the
rear filled up. The river had gradually under-
mined the bank along here until a portion of
the road had caved in and greater damuge
was threatened. There were some accidents
last spring that did a great deal of damage,
These were in the form of extensive land
slides along the river bank, and one came very
neur wrecking the old tomb., A considerable
sum of money had to be expended in repair-
iug the damage that these slidus caused.

THE FARM,

The flelds of the estate are gradually being
got back to condition by a proper rotation of
crops, They were badly depleted by over-cul-
tivation, and out of the 235 acres in the estate
less than 50 are now open to cultivation: the
rest is timber, swamp lands and lawns. With
the exception of these items mentioned the re-
ceipts of the association have been expended
almost entirely in necessary repairs to the
mansion and to the several buildings, all of
which are of frame and need constant repairs
to keep them in Tropar condition. Visitors,
too, do agreat deal of damage in the course of
the year, and all this has to be attended to,
The sssociation is by no means a rich one, Its
ounly reliable source of income is from the re-
ceipts of the sale of tickets ou the boat, and of
this amount the association only gets a third.
It has alwuys been supposed that the receipts
during the time of the conclave were enor-
mous, yet in that whole month—the most pros-
perous one in the history of the association—
they only amounted to a little less than §4,000,

THE LIBRAREY.

There have been many additions to the
library during the past year, if not with books
actually owned by General Washington, at least
with books of similar editions to those he
possessed. The books that Washington left to
Bushrod Washington were afterward sold to the
Boston Athenmum. This accounts for the small
uumber of his books now at Mount Vernon.
Odd pieces of furnitare that belonged to him,
however, come into the possession of the asso-
ciation from time to time sud these are
religiously cared for,

A COLLECTION OF PORTRAITS,

Dr. Thomas Addis Emmet recently presented
the association with a collection of sixty por-
traits of Washington and the generals of the
revolution that add greatly to the interest of
the collection at Mount Vernon. The collec-
tion is of historical value from the fact that it
is made up to a great extent of rortniu issued
as “‘private” or ‘club portraits,” of which there
were very few impressions issued before the
plate was destroy It would be almost im-
possible to get another set together which
would be as complete as this is, in containing
the suthentic likeness of every general where
a portrait is known to exist. For years Dr.
Emmet was engaged, with others, in tracing out
n;nhdapeondn‘h uts of these men w:lth m ject
[} ving their portraits engraved w ever a
likeness could be found. e

Another handsome present was from Mr.
Samuel P. Avery of New York. Itis an enamel
painting on copper of Gen. Washington, from
the original by Gilbert Stuart, paiuted from
life for the Marquis of Lansdowne, Philadel-
phis, April, 1796. On the back of the enamel

ting is the inloriftion. “Gen. George
e;nhmgton. President of the United States of
America, &ec., London, May, 1825. Painted
by Henry Bone, R.A., enamel ter to his
of ok, Be., sl et Ty Cobe ek
of Yor! ’
Stuart in the of — ﬁ,l.llhlu, ug.),

London.”

the most noted enamel

pan » and painted from life many
orthoulobritigt his time as nuu.

many
00 of celebrated i He
h%&nﬂd&dhlw mtm:l‘:-m
chased by Mr. Avery in London in 1878,
OLD POHICK CHURCH.
Pobick Church, mear Mount Vernon, which
Washington used to attend, has always received
considerable attention at the hands of the re-

gents, and it is their custom to attend services

there every year at the time of their meeting.
This custom they will foilow tomorrow. One
of the most important restorations that they
bhave made thhrut Year was that of the old
stone baptismal font of this church, This font
had been lost ever since the destruction of the
old church, very many years 1o.md it has
but recently been recovered It is huge
affair, nearly as as an ordinary bath tub,
and stood on a substantial foundation. This
part has never been recovered. What has been
the fate of the old fout 1n all this while is tot
very well known, but it has evidently besn
tra & good deal. It was recovered
from a r, who is said to have bought it
for 10 cents and had converted itto the ignoble
uses of a horse trough. The nts have sap-

lied it with a handsome new foundation and
t is once more set up in the church in
the active performance of its sacred
duties. An interesting fact connected with the
history of Pohick Church is that during the
late war the church register was stolen. This
book was over 150 years old and back to
the early history of the church., It contained
the names of Washington and many of the old
wardens and other church officers, Its loss was
A serious one, for it involved a qrneetxon as to
the title of the church property. This register
was recently found way up in the northern part
of New York and has been returned, Its re-
covery has cleared away all the clouds over the
deeds of the church property and the church is
once more at peace.

THE MANAGEMENT Of THE ESTATE.
The estate of Mount Vernon has been well
cared for by the superintendent, Mr, Dodge.
His assistantis Mr. James Young, and Mr. F. A.

Wheelan is the gardener. Besides these there
are three colored women and six colored men
employed around the place, There are many
improvements that Mr. Dodge has planned for
the coming year. and these he will carry into
effectif they receive the sanction of the board of
regents, One important restoration in iro:pecl
is that of the old ha-ha fence or sunken wall
that ran across the lawn above and below the
mansion during Washington's time, Then
& number of other brick walls that ere known
of and that were torn down probably while the
mansion was occupied by some member of
Washington’s family are to be restored. An-
other great improvement will be the reclam-
ation of a piece of swamp land, some thirty
acres in extent, that now lies directly west of
the tomb. It will be a difficult and expensive
task to reclaim it, but there seems to be no
doubt that its existence is responsible
for much of the malarial trouble that is preva-
lent around Mount Vernon. These and other
important matters of business will grohub!y oc-
cupy the attention of the board of regeuts at
their business meeting next week. Most of the
lndies went down last night by a special trip of
the new Mount Vernon steamer, the Charles
Macalester. The meeting formally convened
today, but the members are not likely to get
down to active business before Monday.

STRAUSS AND GILMORE,

Two Famous Musical Organizations
to Appear Here Together.

Btrauss and Gilmore are two names so familiar
in the musical world that when the two come
together it means an event of great import-
ance. That is just what will happen in this
city next week and this is the only city in the
country where both these leaders will appear
at the same time; first one, then the other,
and then both together. At the united per-
formance they will play alternately music
characteristic of each great organization. Next
Saturday afternoon there will be the first
of the Strauss concerts and another will be
given Saturday evening. Gilmore's Band will
play alone on Sunday afternoon and the
matinee will be made the more interesting Ly
the presence of soloists of the highest reputa-
tion and excellence, It is gaid that his band
was never in such splendid condition us now
and never provided more interesting and
varied programs, The Gilmore matinee on
Sunday Eu been especially arranged for the
benefit of his admirers in this city who may not
be able to attend in the evening.

Bunday evening Strauss and Gilmore will be
on the same platform at Albaugh's, playing
alternately, and at this concert Gilmore's so-
loists will sing, muking a musical festival of
unusual attractiveness, There is something
interesting, almost magical, in the very name
of Straues, The music, particularly the dance
music, of this extraordinary family, which has
put into the world over 2,000 compositions, has
charmed its hearers for more thun ong genera-
tion. It has a fascination about it in its com-
position, theme and hfrmonization that 1s quite
unique,

But the SBtrauss interpretation of this marvel-
ous music is a revelation to those who have
heard the great orchestra of Vienna which
bears their name. 7There is said to be an in-
imitable dash and swing in the E]aving of the
Strauss orchestra, a constant rhythmic vari-
ation and a contrasting of lights and shadows
that are a source of continuul delight, muking
the most familiar numbers seem like new com-
positions, It is doubtful if there is another
orchestra in the world that plays s waltz as
Strauss’ men do under the baton of their
leader, Edouard Strauss, who makes his first
bow before & Wushington audience next Satur-
day at Lincoln Hall. Gilmore welcomed the
elder Strauss to America at the Boston peace
{nbllaa twenty-seven years ago, and it is pecu-

iarly appropriate that here, in the capital of
the nation, he should welcome Edouard at the
commencement of his Americau tour, It will
be an occasion of extraordinory interest, and a
special program will be arranged for each con-
cert. The Satnrday matinee will be Strauss’
first appearance in this city.

Spolling a Rancher’s Fun.
From the New York Sun.

On one occasion, when with the government
survey party in Texas, a man rode into our
camp on a mule and gave us the news thata
band of Indians had attacked a rancher about
seven miles away. We made up a party of
twelve soldiers and civilians and covered the
distance as fast asour horses could go, Sure
enough, there were fifteen or twenty Indians
besieging a cabin and they were just getting
ready to set fire to it by backing up a wagon
loaded with hay. We got two of them and
cuptured six ponies and the others were not
yet out of sight when the settier opened his
door and stepped out, followed by his wife. e
bad a rifle and she a shot gun, and the first
words the man said were:

**Now, vou dog-goned onmery lot, but what
does this 'ere mean? Who in —— are you'uns,
and what brought you here?”

“Why, man!” said our captain, “we came
from our camp seven miles away to save you,”

“Save h—I1i!" roared the man. “Who axed
fur any of your help?”

“Yes, pint him out!” added his wife.

“Why, a settler rode in on a mule and said
you were attacked; and, of course, we came to
your help.”

“Well, dod rot you, vou hev spilt all the fun,
We've been waitin' right yere fur five vears to
hev them Injuns show up and we'd just got
'emred hot fur fun, when you had to cum
chargin’ up an' scatter 'em off! It was dead
wrong on me and Nance,"

“You bet, Bam, dead wrong!” she added.

“Why, you'd have been burned out in
ten minutes more!” exclaimed the amazed
captain,

“We would, eh? In the first place that hay
is still wet from the rain. In the next place, I
drawed out the axle pins and every wheel
would hev run off in backing ten feet. In the
last place we jist wanted to git the crowd in
range aud then sweep 'em with the old swivel
I've had mounted back yere fur over two
yoars. I reckon you meant right 'nuff, but it
was dead wrong ou me and Nance, and after
this I'll thank ye to mind yer bizness. Them
Injuns is gone and the Lord only knows when
another gang will cum along.”

And the pair picked up their hoes and went
to work in the corn patch without giving us
another word or look.

Kansas Philosophy.
From the Atchison Globe,

When your ship finally comes in it may be a
wreck.

A fool can never sit in a corner; he is always
in the middle of the room,

It is not what others think of you that makes
you; it is what you think of others,

When you find & man who is fond of staying
at home, his wife finds fault about it,

People are never satisfled, women want to
wear pants and men do wear dress s»:4,,

People who are fond of dancing ought to
learn to play the fiddle and save that expense,

When a man has a sore throat and it horte
him to swallow, he wants to swallow all the
tume.

A man never feels so bad that he will not feel
worse if noone asks him what he is feeling
badly about.

When a man reaches forty he begins to look
around for the names of men who distinguished
‘hflmho ves alter that
many thi wrong during a day that 1t would
hu’hoem tter had be not worked at all,

When a rooster clucks, and & rooster runs up
instead of a pullet, the

to think

the
When
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GEN, FREMONT’S VIEWS,

A Half Hour’s Chat With the Great
Pathfinder.

WHITE-HAIRED BUT VIGOROUS—HE I8 GIVING TIME
TO LITERARY WORK AND IS THINKING MUCH ON
THRE LABOR QUESTION—THE TARIFF ANXD THE
IMMIGRATION PROBLEM.

A Bran reporter called on Gen. John O. Fre-
montat Lieut. Fremont's the other evening,and
had a pleasant talk of hailf an hour or more, In
spite of his snow-white hair and whiskers the
general still has & youthful freshness of com-
plexion, a clear, bright eye and the easy grace
of manner and movement that is usual only in
youth and full vigor of manhood. He looks
ten or fifteen years younger than he is,

When the Stan reporter entered the drawing
room he saw the figure of a man with white
hair seated in an easy chair in the bay window,
In the growing twilight he looked like a man
advanced in years and perhaps feeble. At the
announcement of a vigitor he arose, and as he
advanced to the middle of the room he
might have d for aman of forty-five.
Of rather slender build, above medinm height,
his white hair parted high and combed back
from his forehead and temples, whiskers just
parted at the chin and not of heavy growth,
with a complexion not blotched by'the finger
prints of time, be isa remarkably handsome
man, and his gentle manners and musical
voice suggest the courtier, while there is an
expression on his face that shows » stronger
churacter,

Seated within the recess of the window with
TaE STAR man, he talked of men and affairs of
the day, but modestly avoided talking of him-
self. He takes a deep interest in all national
affairs, and, a thing which seems quite remark-
able, he appears to be as far in advance of
the common thought of the day as he was
among the progressive ranks of thirty-five

ears ago. He appears not to be satisfied to

ook backward atja brillians past, but, ignoring

that ,is thinking ahead. The labor guestion is

one he is studying now, and he is engaged in

literary work, in part probably on thatsubject.
MEN WHO RETIRE TOO SOON,

Speaking of the interest he felt in national
affairs he said he did not think a man should
lose this interest with his advancing years, but
that he should advance in thought with grow-
ing experience; thata man should study and
work for his country’s good as long as life and
vigor of mind was left him and that he
should gain something from long expe-
rience, “Many of our able men™ he
said, *'step off the stage too soon, when they
might yet be of service to their countrv, In
England it is not so, and it is not essential to
our progressive nature that it should be so
here. When { was iu England forty years ago
I heard Gladstone make a speech. He
was then d]ust on his first advance into
power, and I have watched his development
since, A8 he has advanced in years he
has advanced in greatness and now in old age
he is &t the zenith, I was at the lawyers' club
when a message from him wuas spoken to a
small company by the phonograph, and it
seemed to me as that marvelous fltll. instru-
ment spoke the words it had carried over the
ocean 1 could almost recogrize his voice,
though 1t has been forty years since I heard
him speak. When I go to the Capitol now
most of the faces I see there are, naturally, new
to me or are those I have known only of latter
Fears, yet there are a few of those l knew during
and before the war,

THE CHANGES OF POLITICS,
“My time is so occupied with private busi-
ness that I have not time to make a study of all

the important questions that come up from
time to time, I keep the run ‘of political af-
fairs in a general way and am particularly in-
terested in a few. The republicau party came
into existence suddenly on a single issue and
has had a brilliant career, That 19sue is now, of
course, no longer an issue and other guestions
come up from time to time upou which opiu-
ions may differ,

““Transition goes on, and in time there will be
complete change perhaps. The labor question
is, I think, the question of the hour; the most
important the country has to deal with, Its
solution calls for wisdom and statesmanship of
the highest order. The time is drawing close
at hand when it must be dealt with in a spirit
of broad patriotism, Trade and labor are the
questions of the times.”

THE TARIFF.

The conversation turned to the tariff and the
general spoke guardedly on the subject. He
said he hardly knew just what he wanted
to be quote a8 saying. He had not
read Mr. McKiuley's bill nor studied the sub-
ject with the care of one preparing to
express  an opinion he would held to.
He bad not heard the speech of Mr.
Butterworth, but kmew of it and was
inclined to take the same view of the question
Mr. Butterworth took, **We must have protec-
tion." he said, “*but conditions must be taken
into consideration, and there must ba equality
and justice in the application of the theory. 1
think I agree with Mr. Dutterworth, He un-
doubtedly has the right idea of the subject.”

THE LABOR QUESTION,
“The labor question,” he continued, “is one
I have given more attention to. It demands

attention. The iuterests of the laboring peo-
ple and of capitalists alike make it necessary
that the subject shonld be dealt with wisely,
The labor movement is progressive, Itstarted

from nothing and has reached great
importance, At first there was mo
need for organizations, Later a few

workingmen banded together for their mutual
good. Now these organizations have grown
iuto great power. They send their representa-
tives to Congress and influence the politics of
the whole country. It is & movement of the
people. The good or ill of the country de-
pends much upon how it is directed. What is
for the good of the workers of the country is
good for the whole country, and a policy which
18 wise will be for the welfare alike of labor and
of capitul—it cannot be to the permanent in-
terest of the one and against the other,
THE IMMIGRATION PROBLEM.

*‘A thing that occurs to me, and I think it
will come about in time, is that immigration
might be stopped for say thirty years to give
the children of foreign parentage time to grow
up and be educated into citizenship, The
adult foreign population may uot quite un-
derstand and fully appreciate our institu-
tions, but their children raised in this
country, educated at our public schools—and
the school system should be extended and
broadened all the while-—the children so raised
make the best of Americans, the best of eiti-
zens, They love this country, which is their
own, and they may be depended on alwaye to
detend its institutions. With thirty years
for this class of citizens to grow up
and develop the nation will be as
firm as a rock, and we will be for all time a
prosperous and a glorious people, No foreign
immigration could hurt us after & generation
of pure Americans had been bred as ounr
fathers were bred. Immigration must be sus-
pended for awhile to accomplich this and it
will be done. It will solve the labor problem.”

THE RISING GENERATION.

While talking of affairs of the nation the
general was interrupted by a bright boy of
ubout tem, full of animal spirits, who came
bonnding into the room. “I got my ball,

randpa,” he cried, rushing up to the general,

hen seeing a stranger was present he bowed,
but proceeded to call his grandfather’s atten-
tion to the ball. *‘See how nicely it is stitched.
Itis a league ball, and a first rate ome.” 'The
general took the ball in his hand and examined
{:al ﬁefuﬂy. “Yes,” he said, *it is a good

*‘Well, can I elimb out of thae window?" the
boy asked, An indulgent smile came upon the
general’s face as he patted the boy on the head
and told him to climb uway. A drop of eight
or ten feet and the boy was on the lawn,
to some little friend to **come eatch.”

“That boy,"” said the general, *“knows all
about base ball. He reads all the reports of
games in the papers and knows more about 1t
than I do. I think I have seenbut one game
since I have been here this time,”

After this little diversion the general con-
tinued to talk of the labor and other economie
problems,

Mrs. Carlisle as a Helpmate.
From the Atlants Constitutivn,

Mr, Carlisle has been ably assisted in his
senatorial canvass in Kentucky by bard-work-
ing friends, who have been up early and olten
in his interest; but the telegrams state that his
strongest ally the one engaged most
actively in the cam n is his wife, This is
certainly “a unique feature” of the contest
One of the most beautiful of Kentucky
and well informed as to the political situation,
it is likely that she will win her way and her
husband’s, too. The dispatches state that she
has already exerted a strong iufluence over a
fiM many members dh::.m q&d. :
a helpmate indeed, and a wife of whom
husband is justly proud. His success is

hting side by side with him to t
tain it. Whatever be the result it can siill
said tulh: that she is, and has been, a great
success

~e@e—
At mlhnm N.Y,, early yesterday morn-
M y not mere
six feet from his
shot into her back. The woman
condition, Mueller had been drinking

E

for several days.

THE WEEK IN NEW YOURK.
Happenings Talked About by the People
of Manhattan

ANDREW CARNEGIE'S BIG MUSI0 HALL—REP
RESENTATIVE BUTTEEWORTH AND THE IMPORT-
ERS—THE STRANGE CASE OF MR CROKER—
HOW DEAD NEW YORKERS ARE FORGOTTEN,

[Correspondence of Tax Evexrwo STAR]
New Yok, May 168

Tuesday was & great day for that active and
altruistic Scotch-American, Andrew Carnegie,
for on that day was laid the corner-stone of
the vast and splendid new musio ball at the
ocorner of 57th street and 7th avenue, Itisto be
a noble structure on a noble site, and it is the
consummstion of a long-cherished scheme of
this broad-minded millionaire. In his speech

at the oeremonial laying of its
corner - stone he  explained that the
object of the building was mot

the making of money, but to furnish a home
for music and for all good causes. Its object
will not be fulfilled if it is only occasionally
op_enad for some grand event Mr. Carpegie
said it should not be closed if there remained
one good cause desirous of using it, If the
E::ce could not be paid then a lower one should

taken, and a lower, or if necessary no price
at all if the cause were wholly charitable or for
the public good,

The building will be a most complete and
1deal one for musical pur Abundance of
room is secured, the land having cost 307,000,
with a frontage of 175 feet on 7th avenue and
150 feet on 57th street. The parquet will seat
3,000 people, having a larger floor area than
that of the Metropolitan Opera House, Acous-
tics and ventilation have been studied with the
most minute care by the architect,
Mr., W. B. Tuthill, who is assisted
by Mr. Richard, M. Hunt and the
Chicago firm who constructed the auditorium
there. There will be parlors, small halls for
orators, chamber music, &c., but no theatrical
arrangements. The building will be fire proof
and is expected to cost 500,000, but it is not
likely Mr, Carnegie will stint himself if a few
thousands more are required. He is president
of both the Oratorio and the Symphony socie-
ties, in which be takes a deep interest, and the
new building gives him yet another oppor-
tunity to advance the fortunes of his young
protege, Walter Damrosch, who is getting his
share of fortune's favors this week.

SOME OF OUR OLDEST FAMILIES,

It is well known that New Yorkis a city of
many layers, from the dwellers in cellars to
those in the highest stories of the lofty flats

and tenements. But rather an unexpected
layer has been discovered by the diggers of the
foundation for the Washington arch at 5th
avenue and North Washington Bquare, who
turn up at every spadeful Enudstone-. pieces
of coffins and quantities of bones. What fore-
fathers of this hamliet they are whose repose is
thus rudely disturbed no one seems to know
very positively, Certainly their descendants
have paid little attention to keeping their
memory green, but, as is well known, New
York is not very strong on monumental ob-
servances, Some say this site used to be the
potter’s field, but the remains of headstones
seem to disprove that theory. Others sur-
mised that the graves were made during the
cholera epidemic of 1832, but the dates on the
stones;were much earlier than that, It is to be
hoped than on mnone of them was carved the
familiar epitaph: **Gone, but not forgotten,”
THE LAW AND THE LADY.

The poet has sung that man wauts but little
here below, nor wants that little long, and his
remarks have always been considered especially
applicable to the ballet dancer. 5o the report
that the forty ballet girls who are to perform
with Strauss at the Madison Square Garden,
and who arrived here a week ago on the steamer
Lakn, had brought with them 10,000 worth
of costumes is of itself a sufficiently startling
one. Bat it is still more startling to hear
that the Treasury Department is so far
lost to all sense of propriety as to have
the whole outfit seized bv its special
agents. The techaicality involved is the ques-
tion of the ownership of the airy nothings, If
they belong to the daucers and are tools of
their trade they can be passed. If they belong
to the Madisou Square Garden Company those
gentlemen may have to pay €35.000 duty, or
even $10,000 fine for attempting to smuggle
them in. Secretary Windom has now to bend
the whole force of bis intellect to the solution
of this weighty problem. What steps he will
take to familiarize himself with its iutricacies
it is difficult to ses. Possibly he may have to
personally inspect a performance of the troupe
to ascertain if costumes are necessary tools of
their trade, At any rate, the old maxim that
the law does not concern itself with trifles was
naver more completely refuted,

CROKER'S INTERMITTENT FEVER.

The friends of Mr, Richard Croker must be
kept in an agonizing state of suspense by the
alarming fluctuatious in his health, Nothing
is more wearing to one’s nervous organization
than the alternation of the extremes of hope
aud fear, and thisis precisely what Mr, Croker’s
friends have had to undergo for some time,
The cuase is a singular one amf worthy the at-
tention of ?h_\-mc:anu. us, perhaps, presentin,

another phase of those curicus electric
phevomena which Lave of late
years  interested  scientists,. The in-

tensity of the symptoms seems to depend
entirely on the transmission of news by the
Atlantic cable. The cable brings word that
Mr, McCann continues his silly and indiscreet
romances with fresh details of gifts in money
accepted by a confiding and unsuspicious in-
fant, evidently trained from the cradle in the

roper line of conduct for the daughter of a
New York city ofticial. A relapse of the most
alarming nature instantly sets in and Mr,
Croker sinks to a state of feebleness where it is
barely possible for him to sign a letter in broken
and tremulous characters, Again the cable
flashes the intelligence that McCann was not on
the stand. Mr. Croker rapidly recuperates,
even dispensing with a doctor and going out
to breathe the bracing air of Wiesbaden, His
physicians calls his complaint **pleuritic exu-
dation and a high degree of cercbral neures-
theul.” These be lofty terms, but the uun-
scientific think the disease bears a strange re-
semblance to what might be called 1n the
vulgate a gunilty conscience, & complaint as old
as our forefather Adam, who, it wiil be remew-
bered, **was afraid and hid himself.” :

A WEEK OF PISTOLS,

Pistols have gone off this week with fairly a
Kentucky briskness, First we had the shooting
scrape in which a rich mining millionaire
figured with one of the multitude of mysteri-
ous females that haunt this town, and the
parties in this fracas had no soouer made up
in the police court before bang went two more
revolvers, and probably with fatal resulta. The
attack 1n one case sprang from the rage of s
rogue at being crossed by a Wilkie Collins ty:
of shrewd nns respectable family lawyer, ﬁ
the other case the shootiug grew out of a
quarrel between hall boys in a flat, Ewvidently
neither the gallows, the dvnamo mor the uu-
certainty as to which will be used hereafter,
bas much effect on those that have = homo-
cidal taint in their temper.

MR, BUTTERWORTH AND THE IMPORTERS,

There is universal interest in the outcome of
Mr. Butterworth's speech on the tariff. It
looks as if the importing element, which in-
cludes many strong republicans, were pr:lp“-
ing for & concerted movement of national ex-
tent. They bail Butterworth's bold utterances
just at this time as a godsend, and they will
make use of it as a proof thata man may be an
orthodox republican and still a stout opponent
of the pending bill. They have “circularized,”
to employ an abominable but couvenient
word, the country by appeals to the retail
trade, and Congress is already feeling this new
influence. Hexsy R

B e ——

Mrs. Paran Stevens’ Pony Express.
Fromas New York Letter.

Mra. Paran Stevens is continually paralyzing
the town. Her latest whim is & pony express.
She bas become so disgusted with the rapid
transit of the messenger boy that she has estab-
lished her own service for sending parcels and

notuhhu“‘trhndlb “;",d A"mll
cart, pony u may seen

about carrying the lady's messages, Itis sai
thnthin-rvfnwilllpudn; be pted by

Bound and Robbed in His Sleep.
* Frank B. Echamengia, a Cuban musie

THE SULTANA TRAGEDY.

A Frightful War-Time Catastrophe Re=
called by a Pension BIIL

THR STORT TOLD A STAR REPORTER BEY AN ETH
WITNESS OF SOME OF THE TERRIBLE SCENkS —
HOW HUNDREDS OF LIVES WERE LOST —HOW
THE ELPLOSION OCCURRED,

HERE bas just been introdunced in the

Senate a bill which is the latest chap-

ter in one of the most horrible oceunr-

rances that marked that period of

horrors which extended from 1860 to
1865. The bill provides for placing on the
pension roll, at the rate of #25 & mouth, the
name of any officer or enlisted man who was on
the stoamboat Bultana when she exploded her
boilers, April 27, 1865, who has an boporable
discharge from the service,

One of the few men who knows, by actual
experience, anvthing of the scencs which fol=
lowed immediately after the explosion of the
Sultapa, 18 Mr, W. H. Michael, editor of the
Congressional Directory. He was an ensign on
the gunboat Tyler, then lying above Memphis

MR MICHAPL'S NARRATIVE

To a Stam reporter, who requested him to
relate the story, Mr. Michael sa.d: 1 was officer
of the deck on the Tyler that morning of April
27, 1885, and when temporarily below heard
Screams coming apparent'y from up and across
the river. I at once went on deck and inguired
of the quartermaster, who knew no more than
I did, but who bad seen a bright light upstream.
He thought some vessel was on fire,

“*At that time there was a dense fog and this,
combined with the darkness—darhight was
more than an hour away—made 1t impossible
to distinguish any object more than s tew vards
distant. Our boats were at ouce manned and
my cutter was the first out. The wails, criee
and prayers for help could be heard distinetiy
all around us, but we could not see any one for
quite & while, What an awful situstion that
was, Hundreds of dying men pleading for aid
snd we, ready and willing, unabie to do & thing.
By and by the fog lifted & little, and then 1%
did not wke us long to fill the cutter with half-
drowned unfortunstes. We raced to the shore
with the sufferers and raced back to the middle
of the stream until our oue boat saved 6 per-
sons. Of this number not one was free from
severe bodily injuries or painfal scalds.

HOW SOME WERE SAVED.

“Most of them were nearly nude. One poor
boy clutched the limb of & tree so tightly that
we could not force him to let go his hold We
took limb and man on board together und them
discovered that the rescued one had lost bis
reason. Another was so badly scalded that the
flesh came off when we puiled him over the
guunwale of the boat. COne lad, who had been
reduced to a skeleton by his confinement in
prison, had bad his sight destroyed by steam.
He sudibly thanked God bLe was saved aund
within & few moments breathed his last in the
arms of one of my sailora ‘Tell mother —'
were his dying words. How often have | wished
that some good angel would tell me where to
find that poor berert mother that I might con
vey to her the unfinished sentence. A woman
was rescued who beld om to & plank with one
band while she kept her babe above water
with the other arm. The babe was
dead, but the almost lifeless mother did not
know the awful truth for several bours after
sne was eaved. Then she became & raving
manise and remained so for several days. Many
of the scalded, chilled and borror-stricken
men died unnecessarily,. When we wouid slow
up to take them in the boat they would be o
overcome with joy at the thought of being
saved that they threw up their bands, and Le-
fore we could seize them went down to rise ao
more untl that day when the sea shall give 3
1ts dead. The Jast man my boat picked up ba
lost his reason and was superisturslly enor-
Rized. He cameswimming down by us, swewr-
ing and lsughing alternately in his wadues.
We bad great difficalty in getting hold of Lim
and greater ditficulty in keet‘:ug him 1 tue
boat after we hauled hum in. Witnin an hour
he was a corpse. When the roll was fSoally
cal'ed there were 1,238 corpses,

A COMBINATION OF CIROUMSTANCES,

“This awful loss of life was due to a combins-
tion of circumstances that seemod fatefal. 211
of the Sultana’s boilers e xploded simultaneou: ir,
The river was more than ordinarily higu: in
fact, it had overtiowed its banks in many places
and the current was very strong., The cotgs-
trophe occurred opposite Tagleman's Landing,
suveral miles above Memphis, sud just s« far
away from all hope of immediate succor, The
Sultana’s boats and life preservers were al, de-
stoyed by the explosion. Most of the people
were 80 reduced in strength by disease avd by
long confinement In rebel prisons that they were
wholly unprepared either to belp themselves
or to render aid to others, if that bhad been
possible. The discharge of steam aud hot
water was of such tremendous wvolume that
every part of the vessel was deluged and over-
whelmed in an instant,and every one was more
or less scalded. All tho conditions were un-
fuvorable, exeept the ove which, while it made
the water high, sprinkled the river surfuce with
floating trees and other buoyant debris. Many
lives were suved by these frail supports: in fact
there were but few of the survivors who did
not owo their existence to these fragweuts of
tumber.

RESCUING THE SURVIVORS,

“The boats of the Tyler aud the Groesbeck
picked up 280 people of the 2,021 that were on
board the Bultana when the explosion oeccur-
red. Oune act of heroism shouid never be for-
gotten. When Executive Officer Chas, Ackler,
who was temporarily in command of the Tyler,
went out in his boat to the rescus his wile ac-
companied him and worked as hard as iny oue
dragging men on board uatil she was ex-
hausted,. With a number of the survivors she
was taken on shore and there she recovered,
She administered stimulants to the poor fel-
lows aud by ber faithfui devotion saved many

ves.

=Is she still alive? Yes; she lives in Daven-
port, lowa, und is e xisting on what little mouey
she can earn as a vest maker, That womao s
& heroine and ought to have a medal.

**That the SBultana wus overloaded there can
be no doubt. Her registered capacity was only
$76. Brig. Gen, Hoffman, commissary gepersl
of prisoners, in & report to Secretary Stauton,
said: *Upon carefal consideration of all the
facts as presented in the testimony herewith
submitted 1 am of the opiuion that the ship-
meut of 8o large a number of troops (1,%66) on
one boat was, under the circumstances, unnecs
essary, unjustifiable and a great outrage upon
the troops.” lu addition to these 1,566 soldiers
there were on board 70 cabin passengers, «
crew of 85 men and a cargo of live stock cone
sisting of about 60 horses and mules aud more
than 100 Logs,

BLUGGLING A TORPEDO ABOARD,

“The reported comnection of a bLlockade
ruuner named Lowden alias Dales with the ex-
plosion was & secret for many years, and it was
never divulyed during his lifetime. Wi C,
Btreeter ot tit, Lous saye Dales told him ufter
the war war over that be smuggled a large
lump of loaded coal on board at Memphis
while the Sultana was coaling there., A that
time it was generally believed that the ex-

losion was caused by some such devilish work,

ut proof was wanting, While the
Sultans was taking on fuel, and with it
the infernal torpedo, I visited her and mingled
with the living skeletons who had been roting
in southern prison pens for months, but whe
were then happy st the prospect of soon meet-
ing dear ones &t home. Some of them were
too weak to move without assistance. Others
iny motioniess on cots or Llsukets spread on
the decks snd in spite of their sufferings were
cheerful—they were nearing home aud were
beneath ths glorious red, white and blue. Eow
few of them ever reached their earthly bome!™

astrous comequences, Jlhe drummer formed
intimate ac tance with a young womaun in
& coun not fur from Bangor, and it
nas not the neighbors commenced to

(e
sble mauners, sud wholly won the love o the
irl and the confidence of her ta. He
frequently remained at Sadie's diring

eye

.,......a.n.c::-—du
mu‘. the drummer to feet. Before he
she had uttered a stified squeal




